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[0009] 

[Means for Solving the Problems ] The thin-film magnetic head 
recited in claim 1 is characterized in that a group of symbols 
consisting of a plurality of symbols that correspond to lot 
numbers is formed on the slider- trailing surface of a slider. 
[0010] The method recited in claim 2 is a method for providing 
a thin-film magnetic head with a group of symbols, comprising: 
forming a plurality of any given symbols on the slider- 
trailing surface of a slider using a photo mask; deleting 
only a given symbol out of the plurality of symbols thus formed, 
by performing multi-exposure using an arrangement setting 
mask; and thereby forming a group of symbols that represent 
the corresponding lot number. 

[0014] According to the invention, groups of symbols are 
formed to represent lot numbers by combinations of symbols 
and blanks. The number of combinations is as many as 2 N (N 
represents the number of symbols) , which fully meets various 
kinds of manufacture control. 
[0015] 

[Embodiment] FIG. 1 shows a slider- trailing surface of a 
thin-film magnetic head provided with a group of symbols 
according to an embodiment of the invention. In this 
embodiment, a symbol group 40 consisting of a plurality of 
circular-shaped symbols 30, 30, 30, 30, 30 is formed below 
bonding pads 34 and 38 on the slider- trailing surface, so 
as to represent the lot number by means of the arrangement 
of these symbols. In this embodiment, the symbols 30, 30, 
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30, 30 # 30 are preferably made of coating films of gold, and 
there are preferably 5 to 10 of them, 

[0016] To form the symbols 30, it is preferable that coating 
with gold is performed at the same time as and similarly to 
formation of coating films of gold on the bonding pads 32, 
34, 35 and 38. 

[0017] To form the symbol group 40 on slider 12, a plurality 
of symbols 30, 30, 30, 30, 30 are formed using a photo mask 
to form the symbols. Then, using an arrangement setting mask 
for deleting any one(s) of the symbols 30, 30,.,., 
multi-exposure is performed a plurality of times only for 
the one(s) of the symbols to be deleted, thereby forming the 
symbol group 40 with an arrangement of symbols /blanks to 
represent the lot number of each thin- film magnetic head. 

[0021] In the embodiment, a lot number is indicated by 
forming a group of symbols that corresponds to the lot number. 
It requires only two masks, and it therefore makes the 
manufacturing process efficient, reducing labor and cost, 
and saving time. 
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